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Zurich, Hot. 30, 1909. The Board of GoTernors of the Foreign Exchange 
met today to discuss the situation resulting from the surrender of 
Marshal Alexiev to the Turks at Belgrade last week. Readers vrf.ll 
recall that last. September the Russian northern army, under General 
Rennenkampf , attempted to hold the great arc of the Voh River in 
northern Hungary. It was decisively beaten by a Turkish enveloping 
attack. Pollowing this debacle" all remaining organized Russian forces' 
in the Danube region - and they were the only organized Russian forces 
anywhere - came under the command of Marshal /Ilexiev. There were no 
further big battles but for the last two months the Russian forces, 
the remnants of three armies, stretched along the Danube, have been 
under constant pressure from the Germans in the north- west, and from 
the Turks in the south and east. Almost tidily there were reports of 
minor reverses here or there along the line; most militafy experts agree 
that General Alexiev's capitulation was inevitable. 

These events have resulted in a considerable loss to the financial 
community. The rouble stood at 2,22 in 1904. Y/hen, in that year, the 
Russian steam-roller began to show signs of running out of steam there 
was some drift away from the rouble. But it v/as not until two years 
ago with the abdication of Czar Charles, known as 'The Irate' , that 
this drift became a flood. Even this year, ' with the end clearly in 
sight, some traders showed a strange reluctance to cut their losses, 
and invest in firmer currencies. This morning the rouble stood at .88 
on the Bourse. This afternoon the Board of Governors announced their 
decision. With the surrender of the Marshal they regard the Russian 
state as ceasing to exist. All trading in roubles is prohibited on 
the floor of the exchange, \7hat was worth eighty eight cents this 
morning is now worth nothing save what it may fetch f rem hunismsttists. 
Sic Transit. 

1969BK Bourse continues overleaf. 
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Just as there is a stock market in most of the larger cities 
of the world, so there is a money market, an exchange, where the 
currencies of the various countries are traded for one another. An 
exchange, the currencies traded limited to those of our erect -nosers, 
with the ultimate pay-off depending on the outcome of a Diplomacy 
game, therefore appeared a reasonable substitute for his original 
stock market game. Allen Gr.lhamer tried this out at' Ms home, inviting 
a number of Diplomacy ' players- of his acquaintance, seven of whom 
formed a game of Diplomacy and the remainder formed an Exchange, or 
Bourse, "based on the Diplomacy game. The headings ■ that' had to he 
put on the Automatic Specialist were now pounds, francs, and «o on, 
instead of Amalgamated Trash, or Consolidated Sewage, or' whatever, "but 
otherwise it was played just as' the stock market game w&c. A trial or 
two convinced Allan that there were difficulties, some of which, are 
listed below: 

1. Finding players. A Diplomacy Bourse plays best with about 10 
players. In most areas it is difficult enough to find seven 
players for a game of Diplomacy without wanting another 10, who 
must also understand Diplomacy, to form a Bourse to accompany 
it. Besides, it is an intolerable strain on the hostess to 
have 20 people in the living room all milling around a little 
2000 square centimetre Diplomacy board. 

2. Diplomacy, by its nature, has comparatively long stretches that 
are dull for spectators. The players themselves may be happy 
enough, negotiating like mad trying to break the deadlock that 
has a-opeared somewhere: but, until, that break occurs, there is 
little"" for the spectator to ^eor for the Bourse player to do. 

3. Diplomacy is a long game? that is its weakness as a casual 
evening^" entertainment. A game begun at 7 in the evening may well 
last, if' played out, until 2 or 3 in the morning. Games are 
freouently broken off early, say in 1907; as far as the players 
themselves are concerned this is often a- perfectly satisfactory 

■■ solution. It would be unsatisfactory to the players in a Bourse 
based on the game, however, as it leaves the standing of the 
players in the Bourse completely unresolved. 

Allan thought that a Bourse attached to a postal game might 
be preferable. He wrote a circular letter to three garaesmaaters in the 
summer of 1969, outlining his ideas on Bourse, I published this 
letter in Screnpip #10. Don Hi lie r, in Diplouania , and Don Turnbull, 
in Albion , copied the letter from SerenD ip together with some 
commentary that I had added to the letter, and the Bourse idea was 
spread around. A number of Bourses were offered; notably by Don killer 
who had a Bourse for each of the next half-dozen game;; he offered, but 
other Bourses were offered by Ed Halle, the Ilolcombe brothers, myself, 
and others. There were probavly about a dozen altogether, all of them 
beginning within a half year or so of the publication of Allan' s_ first 
letter on the subject. Some of these games have been completed, in 
particular several of Don Ililler's. Some have been abandoned by tacit 
consent. And some continue, see the first page of this issue lor an 
example. But after that first half year or 30, there were no new ^ 
Bourses offered. The one that Conrad von iletzke is now organizing is 



the first to apporr in about two years. So, anyone interested in 
playing in a Bourse should write to Conrad, at the address given in 
the first paragraph of this article, and ask for a copy of the issue 
that contains the Bourse rules. 



Credit Tr an cacti ons in Lour se 

It will not have escaped the discerning reader of the previous article 
that, if there" have been no Bourses offered during the" past two years, 
postal Bourse can not have solved all the problems that beset the" game 
as played over the board. The first problem v/ith the over- the-board 
game ** finding players - is, of course, potentially solved v/ith 
play in a postal sine. The average postal Dippy journal lias something 
like 70 readers, ample to provide a good Bourse, if there is 
interest. The other difficulties continue in the postal version, 
however, and I thought it "might - be "well" "to mention them~-and. to- see 
what tis being done in this Bourse of von lie tzke 1 s to minimize them. 

First, it should be noted that Bourse has not yet reached 
definitive form. Ho two so far played have had precisely the same 
rules. All of Killer's Bourses differed frou each otiior as \7ell as 
from Bourses run by others. It is therefore open to the Boursemaster 
to try to find a form which will add to the interest of the game. 
His freedom in this respect is limited, however. A Bourse, like any 
free market, is more an~ indicator of what is happening in the world 
than a force of its own. The "world" is here represented by the game 
of Diplomacy on which the Bourse is based. If the game of Diplomacy 
turns out to be a dull one, v/ith the eventual winner apparent from the 
Spring of 1902, say, then nothing can enliven the Bourse very much. 
However, even with an interesting basic game, the Bourse may be dulls 
some alterations have been made m the rules of this Bourse, comi^arec. 
v/ith earlier ones, to try to improve things. 

I have been associated with 4 previous Bourses, with three 
as player, and with the 1969BH one, in this magazine as Boursemaster. 
In all of then there was a tremendous amount of activity in the 
first few "years" of play as the market tried to assess the alliance 
patterns and guess the eventual winner. In all of them activity 
dropped steadily as the basic game went into the middle game phase, 
and many players dropped out, I think that this reflects a mis- 
understanding of the nature of Diplomacy. Only rarely will a 
country's chances alter drastically for better or for worse on a 
single move. Surprises do take place, of course, and a successful 
Bourse player must be alert to take full advantage of them when they 
do occur. But usually any narked change in a country's chances 
develops slowly over the "years". The result is that the Bourse 
based on the game re Roubles an investor dominated market, rather 
than a speculator dominated one. Players who enter, expecting to 
find a market that behaves like the market in penny mining stocks, 
with tlie prices of ' everything jur.rping ut> end down like so many 
yo-yos, are bound to be disappointed. 1Tb juggling with the rules 
will alter this fundamental fact of life. But tv/o innovations 
in the rules of the Saguenay Bourse were made in an attempt to 
increase interest, as compared with previous Bourses. 



3, A. number of games have been completed in the lest 2 or 3 months 

Games nov; added to the listing for the first time, under heeding of 
either 2. or 3,, above, are the following: 

1963AE. sTab. Won by Lev; Pulsipher, France. 
196SBD, Grau stark phone game, Be shara Gil, Draw. 
19S8BU. La Guerre . Won by Kurt ICrey, Turkey. 
1968CK. The Voice; . Draw. 

1968CV* Srehwon . 5-mcn game won by Jerry White, Turkey, 
1968CW. Glor y Road . Won by Tom Eller, Italy 
1969E. Rag narok . V/on by Handy Bytwerk, Turkey, 
1969K. tEc Diplomat. Won by Jack Flemulng, Turkey. 
19692. Erehworu TTon by Tom Eller, England. 
1969AC. Dip lodour . Draw. 

1969BQ;. Sore oovia/lTumenor , Won by Jon Evorson, Turkey 
1969BY. Liaisons Dan g ercuses . Won by IZcn Borecki , Germany, 
1959BZ. Liaisons Dangercuses. Draw. 

19S9CE. Li a i s o n s Danger eu s e s . Won by Hug sell Tulp, Italy, 
1970S. Grau stark . Won by John Be shara, Italy. 
1970II. fiohan . Won by Sharon Beier, Russia. 
1970H. Gostaguana. Won by Lew Pulsipher, Prance* 
1970AD, Xjiplo-ohobia . V/on by Hick Brooks, Austria. 
197oAF. Lankhmar . Won by Jeff Wolfe, England. 
1970 A.G. Der Brandenburger . Won by Peggy Bowers, Russia. 
1970BB, Or a u stark . Won by Sam ITierenberg, Austria. 
1970BS. En Passant . Won by Eric ifielseii, Russia. 

Following these corrections and additions the ODD Rating List becomes 

Top Bo ard 

1324 Charles Turner 
1278 Thomas Eller 
1210 peter Rosanalia 
1209 Douglas Beyerlein 
1205 John- Be shara 
.1201 Rod Walker. 
1173 Brenton Ver Ploeg 

■ Other s Currently Over 10.00 

1172 Lewis Pulispher 1082 Randy Bytv/ork 
1109 John Say the 1081 Andrew Phillips 

llol Eugene Prosnitz 1041 John Koning 



1031 ilehran Thomson 

1022 Jeff Key 

lo!2 Richard lliller 



ABC 

Ray Amling .600. Perry /Lndrus 550,' James Bacon 550. Bill Baer 550. 
Sharon Beier 900. Steve Barrett 550. Donald Be roan 672, John Be share 
1205. Edi Birsan 881'. Steven Bcbker 861. ICcn Borecki 867. James Boske 
537. Dale Bosowski 550. Peggy Bowers' 900. .Ray Bowers 550. Jim Bradley 
550, Rick Brooks 891, John Bu eke lew 550. Brian Burley 600.' James" 
Burt 550. Randy Bytwerk 1082. Steve Car) lan 458. Dieter Cardos 575. 
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Chuck Carey 314. Prank Clark 839. Peter Corjber 564. L. Counselccn 567. 

depg 

Ken Davidson' 511. Betsy duBose (now Childers) 600. Tiiouas Rller 1278, 
David I : judce 550. Hike Bripses 550. Jon Sverson 820. Sen tferris 483. 
Jack Pleuning 871. Pat Pouquet 550. Dave Prancis 414. Leonard Garland 
487ilargaret Genignani 350. Richard Golden 550. Hike Goldstein 810. 
Bruce Gletty 625. Harry Gullett 550. 

HIJK ■ 

Eduard Hallo 969. Wayne Karris 57 5". Robert Hicksoir 550. Charlos Hoch 
505. Harry Ho 11 em 593. 3ric Just 597. Lake Kcrp 550. Iiichael Kurter 
550, Jeff Hey 1022. John Koning 1041. Bob KonaOa 566. Pliil ICosiba 
550. Kurt Krey 919. Harry ICrigsnan 663. Kr.ncy Huster 550, : v . u_*7:a 

UPS _ " " " • 

Lcn jjakofka 601. Co nan Lai :otte 505, Lane Karen 550, 'Arthur Leaky 505, 
David Lebling 864. Andy Loider 550. Paul Loitch 800, LuCion L'Hereux 
505. Bill Linden 498, David Lindsay 874,- Uuilo Lugo sch' 550. Loir lie Gee 
550. iTorocn IxLeod 341. ri choirs Uaffeo 567. George Hankicwicz 550. 
David Hay 774, Banks Ilebane 915. Stephen Hilne 598, Llaine Hiechel 
550. Tony Horale 520. Hay Hcseley, 600. Hike Hurray 550, Ray Hycrs 
550.- Hal ITaus 888, Eric ITielsen 900, San Hierenberg 930, Robert Kudel- 
rjan 550, Hark Hyderek 550, 

0PQ.R 

Bill Obercchulte 550, uichael Parriush 530. George Pa'tton 520. Bud 
Pendcrgrasu 854. Andrew Phillips 1081. Craig Pitts 550. Thonas Pop- 
lav/ski 600. Jerry Pournelle 996. Jeff Power 934. Jiu Pratt 666. 
Joseph Proakauer 601, Gene prosnits llol, Lewis Pulsipher 1172 4 
Charles Reins el 565, Dick Reiter 371. Ton Rosenbauu 627, Rich Rubin 
842. 

ST _ 
George Schelz 807. Joseph Shuldiner 505. John Skipper o50, John 
Snythe 1109. Larry St. Cyr 617, Ric Stephenson 550. Stewart Strait" 
598, Bob Strayer 902. David Surroer 593. Anders Sv/enson 372. Stephen 
Tang 600." Russell Tulp 8.95, Buddy Tre.tick..5S0, Don Turnbull 575. 
Charles Turner 1324,. 

Kenneth Valentine 663, Jack VanShaik 550. Conrad von Ketzke' 528. 
Rod Walker 1201. Greg Warden 438, ■ Ken V/ebbcr 554. Jerry White "548. 
Doug Wilson 550, 0, Wischucycr 550, Sidney Witt 554,'Loring V/indblatt 
. 553. J Karl v/ittuann 318. Jeff Wolfe 925. Paul York' 550. Hon to 
Zelaany 849. 

The only person for v/hon there was a request for playing history was 
Doug Beyorlein. It goes; 600-6G; i L-613-67P-582-67Z-551-67AA-843-67AL- 
1011-67 Awa089-G3T-l0l5-6SW-947-68/u T -109G-69P- 1209 

I would like to thank Sric Just, Brenton /or Ploeg, Rod Walker, and 
the editors of Xanadu, for the very flattering thin© they have said 
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about this Rating Lxst in their various aaeazines, Siuilarly to others ' 
whose concents I have not yet seen, and to those who wrote individually. 



ITew Gone 



A. new ecno 0 f standard 7- nan Diplomacy was atfiuunced t.ae la.t 
issue. Those wishing to enter it should send y 2 sane fee, plus a 
of all 7 countries in order of their playmc preference. 



Hew Blood 

Th. following have indicated an interest in postal Dipiouacy: 

II. Richard Hindrachul:, 320 Lalre Crescent, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, S7H 

3A£ S Canada 

^rt'and ire. litchell S. Bailey, 3944 Ventage „vc. , btudio -I./, 

California, 91604 _ mmsn 

teg, A 7 0 Johnston Drive, Vatchung, jot/ Jeisoy, 0/060 
^ S;;' 8 Harvest Hill Lane, Huntington, xfew ^ork, 1174,. 



i^tarioo. Ho, Bloomer. should note t^t ^%g**&„ 
replacement' pliers in SC«eB already unacx ^ Q - ^ 

concerned, asking for _ xull o.etailo. Conr^^—g-^ & t 
8342, Saa Dioeo, Californxa 9gW. ^.^r^ ^ st<j 
Lone Island City, u ov lox , 1110-. 52q ^ /lVe ., 

San Diego, California, ^f^ 9 tli87T^ rfc Y/cidDarl:, 52a Park 

Apt. 202, can granci 8 co, O a lxfo^ni^ ; xx^ fe ^i 8 ton. 

Crescent, Pickering, O^^^^^^CKriiole, Pennsylvania, 17*13 
Alberta. Jojjn Beyer, il/ bai..rc, , 4*514. Vrod C. Javxs , 

£tan ^^TT^ ol ^^ t S: /&3&*Kk». 

Tr . , 5307 -Carriage Ctmrt., LcUitic^, . j; . 08Q Frod c# Winter , 

1413 Haxoon St., St Clair Shore, ' B £*f ^O^^^m™, 
jr., 2620 21 Bancho Drive, ^ 040U. Ore B Warden , 4rt0 Vclnot 

128 Oliver St., Daly City, Caliiorm^, Lpi^jKaT^ 0 ^ ^ioliuona, • 

q+ Pxnodel-ohia, Pennsylvania, 1913J; J4?f i v , n tjnisersity, 
ClilcaGO,"illinol„ 60647. Charlc. ^lg > -;0^-^°^ ovw University, 
^evidence, Khodo Island, ^27^ Lo^^o..^ 8 Buchanan St., 
" ' • ■ oo-^ofi TTttT sT5t)I ier SchlLiclicr , oJU* West 

3-2, Arlington, Virginia, ^^° 6 ' Jff^^^IT7-Tiat 13, 
Carncn Ave., Chicago, illanox-, OObow^ j^,^^- Ppul 3t one. 
Gilnorton Court, ;rruv, P incton l o r d, C....^--ic.c , 

Box 405, Parkervilie, B. C, t»l - 

PTn oT). J v. Bruce l:arv/ood, 13 Oheron St., Ottawa, 
Stop Press ITLVr BLOOD. J. - ^ t io - :3 > H 7X6 



